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PUBLIC SAFETY 

COMMISSION 

January 8, 2019 

11:30 AM 

Fairbanks Police Department 

  

PSC Members: 

 

 

 

Shoshana Kun  (Seat A - 2020) Stephen Heckman (Seat E – 2021) 

VACANT (Seat B - 2021) Jason Doxey (Seat F - 2019)  

Rich Meyer (Seat C - 2019) Jason McComas-Roe (Seat G - 2020) 

Buzzy Chiu, Chairman (Seat D - 2020)  Thomas Carter (Seat H - 2020) 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting called to order by Buzzy Chiu at 11:36.   

 

ATTENDANCE: Commission members present were Shoshana Kun, Rich Meyer, Buzzy Chui, 

Stephen Heckman, Jason Doxey, Jason McComas-Roe, Thomas Carter. Seat B 

remains vacant. 

 

ADOPT AGENDA: Subcommittee Report on the Downtown Vagrant issue to be added under Old 

Business.  The agenda was unanimously approved as amended. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES: The minutes from the regular meeting of October 9, 2018 were approved as 

published. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Mayor Matherly wanted to thank all the commission members for their work.  

He would like to increase police presence downtown this summer.  He also 

wants to make sure we keep CSP – he is interested in any ideas anyone may 

have to help ensure the $250K year to continue the program. 

 

 Craig Compeau spoke in favor of allowing the licensing of Off Road Vehicles 

(ORV’s).  He stated that 35 states have some level of approval for ORV’s to be 

public roads.  Montano raises funds by charging a $150 permit good for the life 

of the vehicle. 

  

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 

FPD Chief Dan Welborn reported the next recruit academy is the end of February.  They are 

trying to get three candidates through background checks.  They have 2 recruits currently 

in field training, one expected to go on the street the beginning of February and the second 

the beginning of March.  They have one officer on light duty.  They also had to let an 

officer go for theft.  Statistics for FPD for 2018 were distributed. 

 

FFD Chief Jim Styers reviewed the 2018 FFD call statistics, which continues to show the 

upward growth in call volume.  He expects the number of transports from Chief Andrew 

Isaac Health Center will continue to increase, as they have terminated their private contract 

for transports from the clinic to the hospital.   He indicated we did not choose to pick up 
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these calls, they are in the city.  In response to a question, he said it would take about 6 -

9months to know the ratio of billings to collection for these calls. 

 

PW Director Jacobson reported PW expects to lose operators and mechanics this summer. 

There is only a limited pool of qualified workers, and the city is not competitive for wages. 

The FWW 24-hour snow removal contract was not filled, so they have not lost staff this 

winter as expected.  Snow removal started on December 10th this winter, and had expected 

to ramp up in January, but have experienced some serious equipment failures.  They are 

updating the schedule weekly on the city’s website.  This has actually been a low snow fall 

year, it is just how the snow has fallen, resulting in areas that have already been cleaned 

being dumped with snow again, and they have to wait, as each area has to be cleared once 

before PW can go back for round 2.    

 

FECC Director Johnson retired 12/31/18 and left the state.  Kristi Merideth has been appointed as 

the new director but is currently out on maternity leave.  Julie Ritchie is acting director in 

her absence.  Ms. Ritchie reported that the FECC currently has three vacancies in dispatch 

and one dispatcher in training.  The AST CAD project is expected to cut over sometime in 

February.  The phone issue that impacted the statistics last meeting have been resolved.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 Public Works recognition as part of Public Safety Commission:  No action or discussion.  (The 

Mayor’s office will be looking at the PSC ordinance to effect change to add PW to the 

commission.) 

 

 Downtown Vagrant Issue:  The subcommittee comprised of Mr. McComas-Roe, Asst City 

Attorney Danielle Pensley and Steve Heckman all met on Dec 19, 2018 to discuss the 

issue.  All agreed there was a problem and it is getting worse.  Years ago, FPD Officer 

Douglas Wooley had quite a presence and due to limited staffing, that has been missing.  

They will meet again, including the Mayor, FPD and Ms. Kun to look at options. 

 

  In a related topic, there was discussion regarding the Sobering Center.  Their current grant 

runs out the end of 2019.  There continues to be concerns regarding resources for homeless 

and inebriants in our community.  Mayor Matherly commended Mike Sanders for his work 

in this area. 

 

 Legalization of ATV’s on Public Roadways in the City of Fairbanks:  There was more discussion 

regarding sample ordinance/laws from other states.  Concerns center around safety for 

riders and others, how to regulate and where ORV on roads should be allowed. There 

needs to be something more detailed in order for the commission to evaluate before 

deciding whether or not to support the measure.  Mr. Carter will meet with DC Welborn to 

iron out some of these issues. 

 

CLOSING COMMENTS 

 None. 

  

NEXT MEETING The next meeting will be held at Fairbanks Fire Department.  

 

ADJOURNED:  1:00 pm 




















