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ORDINANCE NO. 5932
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND FAIRBANKS GENERAL CODE CHAPTER
14 BUSINESSES, ARTICLE IV PRIVATE DETECTIVES LICENSES
WHEREAS, the City Code pertaining to private detectives is outdated in areas; and

WHEREAS, online criminal background checks are now available which provide instant
results and a more thorough nationwide criminal history search; and

WHEREAS, the proposed changes will make the Code pertaining to private detectives
more consistent with other Code sections governing occupational licensing; and

WHEREAS, the proposed changes will streamline the application process, will provide
instant results for applicants, and will be less costly for applicants; and

WHEREAS, the City no longer enforces the fingerprinting requirement for any
occupational license,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, as follows:

SECTION 1. Fairbanks General Code Chapter 14, Article IV is amended as follows [new text
in bold/underline font; deleted text in strikethreugh font]:

Sec. 14-121. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning;:

Private detective means any person who accepts employment for hire, fee or reward to
furnish or supply information as to the personal character, actions or identity of any person or
as to the character or kind of business or occupation of any person. The term shall not include
within its meaning a private investigator employed exclusively for one employer in
connection with a business of a collection agency. The term shall not include a detective or
officer belonging to the law enforcement agencies of the United States or of any-the state,

esuntyborough or city.

Sec. 14-122. - License required.

(a) No person shall operate as a private detective in the city without first obtaining a private
detective license from the city clerk and a business license from the State of Alaska and
the City of Fairbanks.




b) The city clerk shall issue a private detective license if the city clerk determines that
the applicant meets the minimum requirements, is 18 vears of age or older and is a
natural-born or a fully naturalized citizen of the United States.

Sec. 14-123. - Application for license; standards for issuance of license; renewals.

(a) €on£en{s.—Applications for new licenses and license renewals issued under this article
shall be made upon blank-forms prepared and made available by the city clerk and shall state:

(1) The full name, agedate of birth, residence, present-and-previeus-occupations-and

five-year employment history of the applicant.

(2) Whether the persen-signing-the-application-applicant is a citizen of the United States.

(3) A specific description of the location of the principal place of business of the
applicant.

(4) The number of years of experience the applicant has had as a private detective or in
related fields.

)

immediately—preceding—the—filing—of -the—applicationAn_eight-year history of

residency of the applicant.

(6) Such other information as the city clerk shallmay find reasonably necessary to

effectuate the general purpose of this article and to make a fair determination of
whether the terms of this article have been complied with.-The-applicant-shall-alse
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(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the applicant must not have had a

felony conviction within eight years or a misdemeanor conviction within four years of:

(1) Prostitution or promotion of prostitution;

(2) Any offense under AS Title 11, Chapter 71 Controlled Substances;
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(3) Any felony or misdemeanor which includes as an element the use or threat of
force upon a person;
(4) Burglary, felony larceny, fraud or embezzlement;

(5)_Any sexual offense; or

(6) Two separate felony convictions of any type within 8 years.

(c) The applicant must not be addicted to the use of intoxicants or narcotics; must be
of good moral character and repute; and must not be a sex offender or kidnapper
subject to the registration requirements of AS Title 12, Chapter 63.

(d) The City Clerk’s Office shall procure an online criminal history report for each
applicant, the cost of which shall be included in the private detective application fee.
Both the application fee and the biennial license fee for all new licenses and renewals
will be set forth in the city’s schedule of fees and charges for services.

(e) All licenses issued under this article shall be for a term of two yvears and shall not
be transferrable. '

Sec. 14-124, - InvestigationReserved.
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Denials. If all the criteria as outlined in this article are not satisfied, the city clerk
shall deny the application for a private detective license.

Revocations. If at any time the licensee fails to comply with the requirements of this
article; or makes a false statement in their application; or at any time fails to meet those

qualifications required to obtain a license, the license may be revoked.

Appeals.

(1) An_applicant claiming a factual or clerical error must provide any relevant
document to_the city clerk at which time the city clerk, upon verification, may
reverse the license denial.

(2) The city council may consider appeals of an applicant whose application for a
private detective license has been denied by the city clerk. The city council may, for
good cause, waive compliance with the requirements of 14-123(b)(1)-(6), except that
the city council will not consider an appeal if the reason for the denial is a conviction
for a sexual offense or for a felony drug offense within the time indicated in section
14-123(b) or if the applicant has more than one conviction for offenses listed in
section 14-123(b)(1)-(6) within the time indicated.

See14-129.—LicensefeeReserved.
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Sec. 14-131. - Bond required.

(2) No license shall be issued under this article unless the applicant files with the city a
surety bond executed by such applicant with two or more sureties, or by a surety company
authorized to do business in the state, in the sum of $10,000.00, or such other financial
security as may be approved by the city attorney, conditioned upon the careful, faithful and
honest conduct of the services to be performed by the applicant or his employees. Such bond
shall be approved by the city attorney as to form, execution and sufficiency of sureties. For
an out of state applicant who is not licensed as a private detective in at least two other states,
the bond shall be $20,000.00.

(b)-Pretection—to—publie—The bond or approved security required in this section shall be
taken in the name of the people of the city—; and every person injured by the negligent,

willful, malicious or wrongful act of the principal, his agent, servant or employee, or in the
conduct of business of a private detective, may bring an action on the bond in his own name
to recover damages for such negligent, willful, malicious or wrongful act.

(c)-Suspension-of-license-on—failure-of security—The city clerk shall suspend any license
when the bond or other approved financial security required in this section has lapsed or is
reduced by reason of a judgment, or for any other reason is no longer in full force and effect.

Sec. 14-132. - Promulgation-of-regulations-by-city-elerkReserved.

Sec. 14-133. - Duties of licensee.

(a) Gafwtd—peﬂ—keense-eemﬁeafe—Llcensees under this artlcle shall eause—a—eer&ﬁea&e—ef

busmess—deseﬂbed—m—suelﬂeenses—Eaeh—heensee—shaH-carry on h1s person at all tlmes when

performing services as a private detective, a eertificate-copy of the license issued under this
article.

(b) Fnpersonation-of-state-pokice-offieers—No private detective licensed under this article

shall impersonate or hold himself out as a peace officer of this state; nor shall a private
detective operate or permit to be operated a motor vehicle with a siren, blinker light or with
any insignia bearing likeness to the insignia used by peace officers of this state.

Ordinance No. 5932
Page 5



SECTION 2. That the effective date of this Ordinance shall be the 26th day of October 2013.

AYES:
NAYS:
ABSENT:

ADOPTED:

N\

John] Eberhart, City Mayor

Wailey, Matherly, Gatewood, Hilling, Eberhart, Staley
None

None _
October 21, 2013

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

e
W skl

Paul J. Ewers, Cify Attorney
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